
A Hurricane Overview to Keep You Safe
By: Chief Darrell Donato, Division Chief Sean Baker and Council Member Julie Araskog

The Time to Prepare is Now!

Hurricanes can be dangerous and destructive, with high winds, flooding, heavy rain, and storm surges, potentially

presenting significant risk. The Town of Palm Beach is situated on a barrier island. It is therefore highly susceptible to the

effects of a hurricane. Residents, property owners, business owners, and visitors to the Town are strongly encouraged

to start planning early for any potential storm as the Atlantic Hurricane Season begins on June 1 through November 30.

The preparation process can be easily managed when starting well in advance.

Evacuation Orders

The Town is on a barrier island and generally one of the first areas where evacuations are ordered.

In the event of a mandatory evacuation and a declaration by the Chief of Police that a state of emergency exists within

the Town as a result of a potential hurricane impact, the Police Department will establish roadblocks at each of the

access points/bridges leading into the Town. The roadblocks prevent access to the island while conditions are unsafe.

If an evacuation order is declared, it is critical that you do evacuate. Safety hazards like live electrical wires, fallen trees,

storm surge and flooding can cause safety issues for you and your loved ones. People have died trying to ride out

Hurricanes all over the country and Fire Rescue and police have died trying to save them. It is most important that you

and your loved ones remain safe and evacuating is the best assurance of that. Additionally, Fire Rescue cannot be

dispatched during a hurricane due to winds that could overturn trucks. If you have an emergency during a Hurricane,

they will not be able to respond.
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ITS HARD TO SAY GOODBYE
From: PB Shiny Sheet

Those who tuned in to the virtual Citizens' Association of Palm Beach's 45th anniversary
meeting Feb. 25 were reminded of that as they heard outgoing Mayor Gail Coniglio give

her departing remarks.
"It was bittersweet," said association co-chairman Donald Singer. "There were a lot of

tears in our eyes.''
Coniglio discussed a host of town issues important to the South End organization such as
the soon-to-start beach renourishment at Reaches 7 and 8, and the Phipps Ocean Park's

multi-year beautification project — but not before addressing her imminent departure.
By the mayor:Thanks for the chance to work together

"Having served you to the best of my ability for 14 years, my tenure is coming to a close,"
said the mayor, who decided not to seek re-election in Tuesday's voting. She will be

succeeded by council member Danielle Moore, herself the daughter of former Mayor Lesly
Smith.

"When asked the question 'What has been the highlight of my service,' it is an easy answer. It the the broad reach of new
friendships forged and nurtured, embracing you as a true extension of my family," Coniglio said.

Singer praised Coniglio's leadership, saying she always took the time to work collaboratively with his organization and was
known for always taking the high road. "We'll miss her," he said. 

Association co-chairman and former Town Council member Richard Kleid said he thought Coniglio's remarks amounted to
"an excellent speech, quite nostalgic" that focused on the connection between the town and association.         

Continued to page 2

March, 2021

Left to right: Donald Singer, Mayor Coniglio 
and Skip Aldridge

https://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/story/opinion/2021/01/03/letter-outgoing-mayor-coniglio-thanks-town-reps-workers-and-citizens/4092373001/
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"Besides being an outstanding mayor, I got to know her
personally. ... She not only was a friend but a mentor.
She had a great moral compass."
Moore attended the meeting via Zoom as did all Town
Council members, Town Manager Kirk Blouin, Deputy
Town Manager Jay Boodheshwar, Police Chief Nicholas
Caristo and Fire Chief Darrell Donatto.
The town received Federal Emergency Management
Agency funding for the Phipps Ocean Park beach
renourishment because of erosion from Hurricanes
Matthew and Irma, according to Coniglio. The $10 million
project includes dunes south of Sloan's Curve and
Reach 8, and will include 500,000 cubic yards of sand
that will be dredged from an offshore site.
 

The Preservation Foundation is spearheading the
phased improvement plan for Phipps. It includes new
plantings, walking paths and open green space.
Landscape architect Raymond Jungles has been
commissioned to design a phased master plan for the
oceanfront park, just north of the Par 3 golf course.
The foundation will underwrite the $140,000 cost as a
gift to the residents of Palm Beach and has committed to
raising funds for the first phase of the project.

 NEW BOARD MEMBERS
The association also introduced its newly elected

board members and officers at the meeting.
Singer and Alfred "Skip" Aldridge will continue as co-
chairs, while Linda Sullivan, Judy Intraub, Stephen
Jacobs, Bram Majtlis and Roberta Mambrino will
serve as vice chairs. Ronald Matzner was named
secretary and Stephen Jacobs as Legal Counsel.

 
Officers include Guy Clark, Gardiner Hempel, Dan

McDonnell, Dick Kleid, Rick Salvadore, Dena Siegel,
Rita Taca, Jane Waldman, Erick Reickert, Steve

Tannenbaum and Harry Wolin.
Singer said that in addition to the sand

renourishment and refurbishing of Phipps, the
association will try to educate its members on such

topics as sea-level rise, the pandemic and getting out
the vote for elections. The organization also will

continue "working with Dani (Moore) and the Town
Council" on South End issues.

Citizen’s represents about 6,000 people and more
than 50 buildings, all south of Sloan's Curve.
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MEET 4 OF THEMEET 4 OF THEMEET 4 OF THE

   NEW DIRECTORSNEW DIRECTORSNEW DIRECTORS

-Gardiner Hempel, Jr.-
Gardiner is a recently retired tax and consulting partner of Deloitte LLP where his career had
him reside in Germany, Hong Kong and Tokyo. He moved to Palm Beach from New York at
the beginning of last year. He currently is the Treasurer at Tower Vallencay on Ibis Isle. In
addition, he is the Treasurer of the Augustus Saint-Gaudens Memorial in New Hampshire and
the HR Certification Institute in Virginia, plus he also serves as a Fire Commissioner and
President of the Tuxedo Park Fire Department. He is a CPA licensed in California, New
Jersey and New York.

--Dena Seigel-
 After moving to Palm Beach, I felt I needed to get involved in a place where I could interact with people. With
that in mind I became a Docent at the Norton Museum of Art. I love every moment I have spent there. I am now
the Chair of the Docent Advisory Council and will continue in this role until 2022.
 Prior moving to Palm Beach I lived in New York City. I spent 35 years there as a Design Director, graphic
designer/product designer for a number of companies in the cosmetic industry. My staff and I designed all
packaging and promotional products for many brands.
 I opened my own studio and worked for clients such as Clinique, Aramis, Stila, Macy’s West, QVC, Sears etc. I
employed a multi-disciplinary team where we were able to produce product lines from concept through
manufacturing. This included brand concept, design and implementation of all packaging, and product
development and manufacturing. 

-STEVEN N. TANNENBAUM-
Steven N. Tannenbaum, President of the 2100 Condominium Association, Inc., is an accomplished and successful,
business professional with over 40 years of financial and business experience driving small and mid-sized
organizations to new levels of success, including IPO and strategic sale.
Most recently Steve has served as a Director and as the Executive VP, CFO, Treasurer and Secretary of Tedor
Pharma Inc., in Cumberland RI, a contract developer and manufacturer (“CDMO”) of pharmaceuticals.
Steve spent the early part of his career as a Certified Public Accountant holding various managerial positions with the
predecessor firms of PriceWaterhouseCoopers and BDO.
Steve attended Northeastern University in Boston and graduated in 1979 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration with a major in Accounting.
Steve and his wife, Wendy, split their residential time between their homes in Great Barrington, MA and Palm Beach,
FL. Steve and Wendy have two children, and three grandchildren.
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-RICK SALVADORE-
2021: Meridian Board President; 
2020: Meridian Board Treasurer
2019: Meridian Board Secretary
Rick currently serves as Owner/Managing Partner of Running Tide Group, LLC specializing in Business Advisory and
Investment Services  Rick is a food and beverage industry operator, thought leader, and Investor Helps leverage and
scale Cloud/Software as a Service (SaaS) models an transforms the business models of traditional companies into

SaaS (or Cloud Computing) business models.  Roles include leading and/or advising on all aspects of strategy,
sales/account management/sales operations, business/corporate development, digital transformation initiatives and

disruptive technology implementations, and marketing organizations. Success across the startup-to-mature company
spectrum, as well as in turnarounds. Strong consensus/consortium leadership experience. 10+ successful exits.

 ---Naval Academy grad BS (Engineering/International Security), USMC officer, with an MBA (USF: Marketing and
Finance).

 
 



PALM WORTH CHOOSES TO KEEP JALOUSIE WINDOWS AT
2850 S. OCEAN BLVD.

Juanita Leary
President

Palm Worth Cooperative
Palm Worth’s Board has chosen to protect the Mid-Century

Modern Architectural Design of it’s building. The floating
staircases and decorative railings as well as the open

horseshoe design centered on the pool and garden area were
designed by Architect Edgar Wortman. Since Palm Worth was

first built in 1962, every effort has been made by its
shareholders and Board to continue to maintain this gem on
the ocean. Though it is understood by the Palm Worth Board
that continued preventive maintenance is required, we have
also recognized the threat to the beauty of this building by

ensuring its architectural design is maintained and not ruined
by a hodgepodge of windows along walkways. The importance

of maintaining its jalousie windows as well as requiring only
jalousie replacement windows as the approved style was

recognized by the Board and thus voted accordingly. Much
research by a Window Committee to present the best jalousies
available as well as consulting with not only numerous Window

Companies but the Town of Palm Beach as well as an
Architect provided the owners with background information.
The history of the area from Sloane’s Curve south is very

interesting and Palm Worth is a part of that history.

The town has agreed to settle a lawsuit filed against it
by two residents who failed to obtain class-action

status for their challenge of property assessments to
pay for the town-wide burial of all overhead utilities.

 
The settlement means the case will be dismissed
without going to trial. But if that’s a victory for the
town, it didn’t come cheap; the town cannot seek

reimbursement for nearly $600,000 in legal costs. 
The Town Council last week agreed, without

comment, to a settlement offer from residents Michael
Scharf, a former zoning commissioner who owns a

house in the North End, and Carol Kosberg, a South
End condominium owner.  

“We’re just glad to put this behind us and move
forward,” Town Manager Kirk Blouin said Friday.

The settlement calls for a dismissal of all claims and
states that each side agrees to pay for its own costs.

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES &
DEADLINES

Mar. 14
Daylight saving time begins

Mar. 31
2020 property taxes due

Mar. 31
Fourth installment payment for

2020 property taxes due
Apr. 1

2020 property taxes become
delinquent

 
Do you have a birthday in May? Your

registration expires at midnight on
your birthday. Don't wait! Renew your
registration up to 90 days in advance

at www.pbctax.com.
 

TOWN, RESIDENTS SETTLE LAWSUIT OPPOSING
ASSESSMENTS FOR ISLAND-WIDE UTILITY BURIAL
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Civic Association of Palm Beach

http://paracom.paramountcommunication.com/ct/57512950:sVowATdcN:m:1:607378742:E8AF393AD4E8A30DC3257F05B056E896:r
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HOW FAR CAN A CONDOMINIUM BOARD GO IN
REGULATING SMOKING?

Harris B. Katz 
Q: I am a new member of my condominium board and
one of the issues we are currently dealing with is
smokers. While we do have rules regarding prohibitions
on smoking in the property’s common areas, I have been
told that these restrictions do not extend to smoking
within the units themselves. The problem is that smoke
from the units is wafting out into the hallways or onto
patios and bothering non-smoking residents. Can we
implement any rules regulating smoking in the units? 
A: The Florida Clean Air Act applies to all types of
tobacco smoke and is generally accepted to apply to both
condominium and homeowners’ association’s indoor
common elements. In addition, community associations
also have the power to create smoking bans even for
outdoor common elements not specifically covered by the
Clean Air Act, such as pools, tennis courts, dog walks
and playgrounds. Because a board’s rule-making
authority is derived from the governing documents, such
rules are generally enforceable, provided they are
"reasonable." These restrictions on smoking can even be
extended to limited common elements, such as
balconies, by a proper vote of the board provided that the
governing documents provide such rule-making authority. 

Banning smoking within the units is far more complicated
because, unlike common elements and limited common
elements over which the association has certain
ownership rights (as defined the association’s
declaration), the units themselves are owned by
members. While the majority of declarations have
included “nuisance” clauses that allow associations to
regulate and prohibit nuisances, such clauses rarely
specifically reference smoking as a nuisance. Because of
this, it is unlikely that a court or arbitrator would stretch a
nuisance clause to cover smoking if it is not expressly
included in the clause. 

Therefore, if an association wishes to ban smoking within
the units, the governing documents must be amended to
include this specific prohibition within the nuisance
clause. Although amendment procedures may vary from
association to association, the declarations need to be
reviewed by an attorney to determine the proper
procedure for your association and whether such
nuisance rules can be incorporated into your existing
documents. 



It is important to make a Plan for Evacuation
Timing is a crucial part of any hurricane plan. A hurricane watch means hurricane conditions

(sustained winds of at least 74 mph) are possible in the area within 48 hours. A hurricane
warning means hurricane-force conditions (sustained winds of at least 74 mph) are expected in

your area in 36 hours or less. This information is vitally important when trying to work on the
timing of your hurricane plan. Please do not wait for a Hurricane Watch to decide what to do.

Determine where to go, what to take and secure valuables, important documents and your pets
BEFORE a watch is issued. The time to plan is now. 

The first part of hurricane preparedness is to create a plan. You should plan now on where you
would go if an evacuation order is issued and have a check list of what supplies and documents
you will need to take with you. Make sure you have enough medication for a few weeks, water,
important documents, and snacks. (For a full list of all that you should pack and for other critical
information for your plan, please go to: https://www.townofpalmbeach.com/579/Preparedness-

Planning. Please download the Hurricane Survival Guide and click on the other links for
information, including the Official Palm Beach County Hurricane Planning Guide, which can also
be accessed by gong to their website at: https://disc9ver.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/PDF/Hurricane-
guide.pdf. This guide has detailed information on all aspects of planning before during and after a

Hurricane, including emergency supply checklists, pet and special needs, shelters in the area
(including pet friendly and special needs), securing your home and other vital information.  

 Make certain your gas tanks are full and leave as early
as possible as freeways get jammed up and gas stations

often have long lines.
It is also essential that you secure your Town of Palm
Beach ID card or your driver’s license with your town
address to enable you to re-enter the Island after an
evacuation. IF you own property and do not have a

Florida Driver’s license with your Palm Beach address, it
is important that you take the time now to get one as you
may not have time or be able to secure such an ID if you
wait. Voluntary ID cards can be obtained by visiting the

Town of Palm Beach Voluntary ID website at:
https://www.townofpalmbeach.com/329/Voluntary-ID-

Out-of-State-Resident-ID-Ca. 
 If you have special medical needs, Palm Beach County has established a Special Needs Program to provide for citizens with

certain medical problems during a major emergency. The Special Needs Shelter is a facility with physicians and nurses on
staff. It has auxiliary electrical power, is wind resistant, and not flood-prone. The shelter is not a medical facility and provides
limited services. The shelter does not provide medication, dialysis, oxygen or oxygen concentrators. Residents can register

online at snr.floridadisaster.org or call PBC Department of Public Safety Division of Emergency Managements, Special Needs
Coordinator at 561-712-6400.

If you must evacuate, always bring your pets with you. If it's not safe for you to be in your home, then it's not safe for your pets.
The best thing you can do to ensure the safety and well-being of your pets is to plan ahead to accommodate their needs

including potential boarding facilities, pet friendly shelters or hotels, and bring a one-week supply of pet food and refills of their
medication. (For information on what hotels and lodging allow pets and for shelters and a Disaster Preparedness Guide for

Pets please go to: https://www.townofpalmbeach.com/887/Pet-Owners.
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PHIPPS PARK SAND PROJECT UNDERWAY
The project to dredge 410,000 cubic yards of sand from offshore to be placed in designated

areas at Phipps Ocean Park is underway. It will be completed by May 1, 2021. This stockpile of
sand will be distributed to various Reach 7 and 8 areas in the future. The contractor is required to
monitor and maintain environment protection for all aspects during the Project. This is good news

for all Citizens’ Association members.

https://www.townofpalmbeach.com/579/Preparedness-Planning
https://disc9ver.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/PDF/Hurricane-guide.pdf
https://www.townofpalmbeach.com/329/Voluntary-ID-Out-of-State-Resident-ID-Ca
https://www.townofpalmbeach.com/887/Pet-Owners.


Hurricane is expected and No Evacuation Order is issued
If residents are not required to evacuate, they should maintain a stock of emergency supplies that can keep their family
self-sufficient for up to 5 days after the storm passes. Flashlights, batteries, water, medicine, snacks and canned food or
other food that does not require refrigeration or heating. Remember that a hurricane could cut off the power and water

supply for your building. Elevators may not function, leaving residents trapped on the upper floors of their building.
Roads may be unpassable due to flooding and debris. 

Re-entry after the Hurricane Passes
Palm Beach Police will open the island once conditions are deemed to be safe by emergency crews. In Phase One of

the reentry plan, only Emergency Crews from Utility Companies, Public Works and Police and Fire may enter the Island
to assess any dangers, flooding, and to clean up fallen trees and debris. They also look for live electrical wires that have

come down that could present a life safety issue for residents. Once the island is safe for re-entry, Phase Two,
residents, home-owners, business owners and Condominium Property Managers will be permitted back on the Island. 
In order to make it easier for residents, property managers and owners, and business owners to return to Palm Beach

after a storm, the Town has started a Hurricane Re-entry Pass program. Once a storm has passed, and it is safe to
return (Phase II), pass-holders will be able to use dedicated traffic lanes when approaching security checkpoints. 

Only residents and business owners displaying a re-entry placard will be able to use pass-holder lanes. The placards
can be obtained either in person at the police department’s Crime Scene Unit, or through an online application. All

applicants will need to provide two documents proving residency or business status. There is a limit of two placards per
residence or per business, and the placards will be good for two years.  

If you do not have a re-entry pass, you will need to show your driver’s license with your address to re-enter the Island.

When is it Safe to Return to your Condominium Building?
For those who live in condominiums, it is important for you to know when it is safe to return to your condominium building.

Reporting is a top priority after a storm. Once back on-site, the manager and maintenance supervisor should do a full
inspection of the property for damages and mechanical failures. This inspection should be recorded in writing and
supplemented with photographs and/or video and a full report issued to the owners immediately upon completion. 

Management should next communicate to all residents via email, text, or phone advising them of the property’s status and
whether there are any storm-related dangers or concerns. This communication should be reviewed by owners and sent by
management as soon as possible after the inspection. Make certain to check with your property manager before you return

as your building may still be unsafe for you to return.
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Town Council
Election Results

TOTAL:
Cooney 2,302 (81%) 

Rojas 511 (17%)
Congratulations To

Our New Council
Member

Property Managers Should Have a Plan for the Building and Residents
Well before hurricane season begins, property managers should prepare a “hurricane procedures playbook” with key information

including staff phone numbers, addresses, emergency contacts, roles and responsibilities, and designation of essential
personnel. The playbook should be reviewed at a preparation “kick-off” meeting with all staff, along with other company policies

and staff availability, scheduling, and contingencies for family emergencies.
As soon as forecasts indicate a storm is on its way, managers should perform anticipatory grounds maintenance, including

emptying Dumpsters, trimming trees, removing or securing large rocks, securing outdoor furniture, and preparing the pool/spa
area. In multifamily buildings, managers must instruct residents with balconies to bring inside all contents from that area.

 



Where to find more information
The Town of Palm Beach has several resources to help with the preparation process.  Please

visit the Town of Palm Beach Website Hurricane Preparedness page at
www.townofpalmbeach.com/379/HurricanePreparedness. This page has all the latest

information, including frequently asked questions (FAQs), evacuation and re-entry procedures,
helpful links to local agencies, and the ability to sign up for the Town of Palm Beach Hurricane
Alerts. Just google Town Of Palm Beach Hurricane Preparedness Plan and click on the link.

The Town of Palm Beach wants to keep our residents/visitors as safe as possible. We encourage
you to participate in the upcoming 2021 Virtual Hurricane Seminar, where officials will be able to

go into a more in-depth conversation regarding the 2021 Atlantic Hurricane Season. Dates will be
announced very soon.

Hurricanes Cont...

Mission Statement: To educate residents about issues that affect our quality of life, to
encourage civic participation, to advocate for the best interests of our entire coomunity

and to protect and enhance the character and beauty of our environment.


