
 
To say this season has had its share of trials would be an understatement. This past season in Palm

Beach was a time for many “firsts”.
While we all await a new tomorrow where we can resume our usual day-to-day lives, life proceeds with

the class and dignity expected of the Residents of Palm Beach.
 

Early January 2021 saw many Palm Beachers receiving their first COVID vaccine at the fire station while
many others ventured as far as The Hard Rock Stadium. Restaurants were allowed to host outdoor

seating to help the Town's many restaurants stay in business.
Online Classes became popular with places like The Cultural Council offering classes virtually from
dance classes to virtual art exhibits. This was followed up by the Town Council elections plus Spring

holidays with family and friends.
While the season has had its trials and tribulations for all, there has been a learning curve to it for many.

We have exposed ourselves to becoming more adept in trying new things like...accessing Zoom or
learning how to create your own virtual background. Some of us learned how to connect with family and

friends through FaceTime and maybe even attended a virtual baby shower.  
Whatever the “firsts”, it reminded us all that we are resilient and that we can navigate the storm.

 
As Palm Beach 2020/2021 season comes to a close, I am reminded of a phrase by Ralph Waldo

Emerson. 
 

Every Sunset Brings the Promise of a New Dawn

THE SUN SETS ON ANOTHER SEASON IN PALM BEACH

May 2021



The Sand Project South of Sloan's Curve
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Palm Beach saw hundreds of truckloads of dredged
sand arriving to reach 7 in April. The project

continued to reach 8 and into South Palm Beach’s
dune line, which was buffering condo buildings from

the relentless seas.
For Mayor Bonnie Fischer, it has been an often
excruciating and frustrating journey that at times

seemed impossible to complete.
Fischer has spent more than 10 years pushing the

project. She attended dozens of meetings and
environmental conferences, made hundreds of

phone calls and twisted more arms than an army of
chiropractors to get the work done.

But the most important thing she did was make a
friend — former Palm Beach Mayor Gail Coniglio.

 

“An engineer told us, ‘If it wasn’t for the relationship
between their mayor and your mayor, all this would

never have happened,’” Fischer says. “That touched my
heart.”

Coniglio and her council allowed South Palm Beach to
purchase as many as 1,000 truckloads of sand that
Palm Beach dredged as part of the town’s extensive

beach renourishment project. Coastal Program Manager
Robert Weber coordinated the project.

And when things got tough, Coniglio was unwavering in
her support for her southern neighbors. Two years ago,
Palm Beach County abruptly pulled out of a project to
install groins on the South Palm beaches, citing rising
costs and objections from communities to the south.

Thank you to Dan Moffett and the Coastal Star
 



This correspondent checked the maps for
many of the Citizens Association member
condominiums from Sloan’s Curve to the

South Palm Beach line. All were in Zone X,
the best rated flood zone with the lowest flood
insurance rates in Florida. Properties in the X
zone are considered to have a minimal .2 %

chance per year of flooding from storms.
Condominiums on the west side of S Ocean
Blvd are in Zone AE with a base elevation of

8 feet, which requires properties to have flood
insurance. In Palm Beach any construction

must be at least 1 foot above base elevation. 
For those on the west side of S Ocean whose
insurance rates may increase, there is a 90

day appeals process, information about which
can be found on the Town website under

FEMA Flood Maps.
 

FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RISK MAPS
by Ronald Matzner

FEMA’s new flood insurance risk maps (FIRMS) are
surprisingly good news for most of those in the
South End of Palm Beach living east of A 1 A (S
Ocean Blvd).
FIRMS determine which properties require flood
insurance and are a contributing factor to
homeowner insurance rates. They also set a base
elevation for the height of construction above
ground level on a property. The new maps are the
first revision of the FIRMS since the 1970’s

The new maps are much more accurate than the old
maps, taking into better consideration topography
and ground elevations. Local Palm Beach maps
were available to be reviewed by residents at an
open house held last month at the Preservation
Foundation of Palm Beach.
The good news is that nearly all, if not all, of the
condominiums located on the east side of A 1 A are
built upon the Atlantic Coastal Ridge. 
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Citizens' Association Mourns the 
Loss of Director,

Judy Intraub
 

 An activist with society and environmental issues; an outdoor
person (walking, kyacking, etc.)

 
  Lover of nature-birds, flowers, etc.

 
  Advisor to civic groups (Vice Chair of Citizens Association for

Seminars and Guest speakers,President of The Regency Condo)
 

Nicknamed "The Mayor"
 

Thank You to Mayor Dani Moore

Monday, May 5th, Mayor Dani Moore addressed the
Citizens' Association at the monthly Board of
Directors meeting.
Topics such as the Sand Project, the work of the
Preservation Society and the Phipps Park project
were discussed.

Citizens' Association looks forward to working with
Mayor Moore in the seasons to come.

KEEPING IN TOUCH
What is on the minds of our residents? Town Council
Member and South end resident Lew Crampton
recently met via Zoom with some of our local residents
to talk about issues facing the Town and hear their
feedback.
Lew provided information on many topics:
*The new Marina project is scheduled to open on time
in November 2021. Demand for large boats slips at
higher rates than prior years is strong. A new adjacent
park plan is also approved.
*Parking continues to be a challenge in many areas of
Town. The congestion comes from beaches,
restaurants, and retail (in that order). Crampton also
serves on the Town Business and Administrative
Committee with Mayor Danielle Moore. Together, they
have come up with ideas that will go before the full
Council, including use of private lots, and expanding the
placard program. 
*Zoning reform is on everyone’s mind, including
the large, relatively oversized homes in the North
End. New bars and restaurants being approved
without full Council approval, which is not an
exception to the present code, is also an issue.
Also on everyone’s mind is the issue of outdoor
seating and expanding total seating capacity.
Many residents want to proceed with caution
depending on the neighborhood, although all
agree that expanded outdoor seating has been a
“win”.
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*The Budget process led by Town Finance Director Jane Le Clainche has begun, with the Town having $125 million in reserves,

and a AAA bond rating. Progress is being made on the unfunded pension liability. 
*Undergrounding is well underway. The expected shortfall may be funded from Marina revenues, more lucrative use of Town

owned properties, or surplus funds. 
*The retail study for Worth Avenue and other Districts will start in November.

*Beach renourishment is well underway. FEMA grants were able to be utilized for a large amount of the restoration. The Woods
Hole Study will be reviewed with an eye for protection of properties, especially vulnerable Town properties such as our pump

station. 
*Comments from residents from all parts of Town were robust. Some topics discussed were safety on the Lake Trail, safety on A1A

from cyclists, the Town Water contract which expires in 2029, and how to handle the large influx of visitors and new residents to
our Island.

Lew keeps office hours on Mondays at Town Hall, and all are Welcome to schedule time to meet with him. 

 


