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Town Councilwoman and mayor-elect Danielle Moore hails from a

family steeped in a tradition of public service and philanthropy.

Moore’s grandmother, the late Mary Alice Fortin, was a Palm Beach

philanthropist whose generosity has touched many lives within the

town and nationwide.

Moore’s stepfather, the late Earl E.T. Smith, was an ambassador to Cuba

who became Palm Beach’s mayor from 1971 to 1977.

Her mother, Lesly Smith, was a Town Council president before serving

as mayor 2000-05.

At the April 13 council meeting, Moore, 57, will be sworn as the town’s

17th mayor, succeeding Gail Coniglio, who is stepping down after 10

years at the post.

At the Jan. 12 Town Caucus, Moore was nominated without opposition

to a two-year term as mayor after serving six years on the council,

part of that time as its president.

Moore said her mother and Coniglio are both important role models

for her.

“One of mommy’s great qualities is she is such a lady,” Moore said.

“Mommy never loses her cool. She’s a diplomat. That is where I ask her

advice the most. It’s not about policy, but about maintaining

relationships with people.”

Smith and Coniglio worked to forge strong ties with neighboring

municipalities and the Palm Beach County, state and federal

governments.

Moore said Coniglio’s achievements were especially impressive in the

realm of coastal protection, where she helped secure tens of millions

of dollars in financial aid and fostered a sense of partnership with the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Florida Department of

Environmental Protection.

“Gail has done an incredible job of reaching out to whomever she

needs to, to help our town be a better place,” Moore said. “That spirit of

cooperation is obviously one that I would like to continue.”

Born in New York City, Moore is a lifelong town resident and the

mother of two young daughters.

She is a Realtor-Associate at Brown Harris Stevens in Palm Beach.

Moore graduated from Rosarian Academy in 1981 and from Duke

University in 1985 with a bachelor’s degree in American history.

In her youth, she originally wanted to work in the United States

Foreign Service but returned to Palm Beach after college to care for

her stepfather and grandmother. The late Phil Whitacre, who was

president and CEO of the Town of Palm Beach United Way, invited

Moore to volunteer for its allocation committee.

“Everything sort of dovetailed [from] that,” Moore said. “All of a sudden

my life was focused on giving and being involved in our community.”

Over the years, Moore has cultivated an extensive resume of public

service and community involvement and leadership.

She has been president of the Mary Alice Fortin Foundation since 1993

and president of Fortin Enterprises since 1986.

She is board chairwoman for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Palm Beach

County and an executive committee member for the Town of Palm

Beach United Way.
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What is on the minds of our residents? 

Town Council Member and South end resident Lew Crampton

recently met via Zoom with some of our local residents to talk

about issues facing the Town and hear their feedback.

Lew provided information on many topics:

*The new Marina project is scheduled to open on time in November

2021. Demand for large boats slips at higher rates than prior years

is strong. A new adjacent park plan is also approved.

*Parking continues to be a challenge in many areas of Town. The

congestion comes from beaches, restaurants, and retail (in that

order). Crampton also serves on the Town Business and

Administrative Committee with Council Member (and soon to be

Mayor) Danielle Moore. Together, they have come up with ideas

that will go before the full Council, including use of private lots,

and expanding the placard program. 

*Zoning reform is on everyone’s mind, including the large,

relatively oversized homes in the North End. New bars and

restaurants being approved without full Council approval, which

is not an exception to the present code, is also an issue. Also on

everyone’s mind is the issue of outdoor seating and expanding

total seating capacity. Many residents want to proceed with

caution depending on the neighborhood, although all agree that

expanded outdoor seating has been a “win”.

*The Budget process led by Town Finance Director Jane Le

Clainche has begun, with the Town having $125 million in reserves,

and a AAA bond rating. Progress is being made on the unfunded

pension liability. 

*Undergrounding is well underway. The expected shortfall may be

funded from Marina revenues, more lucrative use of Town owned

properties, or surplus funds. 

*The retail study for Worth Avenue and other Districts will start in

November.

*Beach renourishment is well underway. FEMA grants were able

to be utilized for a large amount of the restoration. The Woods

Hole Study will be reviewed with an eye for protection of

properties, especially vulnerable Town properties such as our

pump station. 

*Comments from residents from all parts of Town were robust.

Some topics discussed were safety on the Lake Trail, safety on A1A

from cyclists, the Town Water contract which expires in 2029, and

how to handle the large influx of visitors and new residents to our

Island.

Lew keeps office hours on Mondays at Town Hall, and all are

Welcome to schedule time to meet with him. 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH

by Town Council Member,Lew Crampton
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Then there are her board memberships at the Preservation

Foundation of Palm Beach, the Barker Welfare Foundation and at

Rosarian Academy.

Moore also is a former executive committee member for the Garden

Club of Palm Beach.

Her town board service began in the 1990s on the now-defunct Golf

Committee. She is a former member and chairwoman of the town’s

Recreation Advisory Committee and former member of the Planning

and Zoning Commission.

Moore joined the council after unseating incumbent William Diamond

in the 2015 town election and was unopposed in re-election bids in

2017 and 2019.

Resident Carla Cove was among her nominators at the caucuses. Cove

met Moore at Moore’s first campaign event in the South End in 2014.

She said she was struck by how friendly and inclusive Moore is

toward everyone, and by her intimate understanding of the town.

“She was raised here,” Cove said. “She grew up here. She went to

school here. Dani has such deep roots and knowledge of anything that

is Palm Beach. You can [go] past a building and she’ll know what was

there before.”

Asked about the council’s accomplishments during the last six years,

Moore said she is especially proud of the decision to revamp employee

pay and benefits after a compensation study showed Palm Beach

lagging behind competing employers in Southeast Florida.

Moore also pointed to the town budget, which she said has kept the

town on solid footing while reducing an unfunded liability in the

employee pension fund.

 

Continued from above...

Construction began in May on a new Town Marina that is expected to

boost revenue from slip rentals. It’s scheduled to open in November –

on time and within budget, Moore pointed out.

“I think things are going really well,” she said.

Other important challenges and opportunities await the town in the

coming years, Moore said.

A flood defense plan from consultant Woods Hole Group of

Massachusetts is due later this year. The report is expected to help the

town better prepare for the threat of flooding from future storms

and rising sea levels.

Another major initiative: Finding the best possible water source to

serve Palm Beach after its agreement with the current supplier, the

City of West Palm Beach, expires in 2029. Town officials are already

exploring the options.

Moore expressed confidence in the town staff and said she will

continue to carefully weigh their advice. “I think the troops we have

are great.”

If there’s a bottom line to running the town, she said, it’s this: “The

safety and security of our residents is number one on everybody’s

list.”

Former council president Michael Pucillo predicted that Moore will be

a strong mayor. One of her most important duties will be to work

with the county, state and federal governments and seek all the

financial aid possible for coastal renourishments, he said.

“She will represent the town’s interests well,” Pucillo said. “She’s been

on the council for six years and knows the ropes, and her mother’s

experience is something she is aware of. 

William Kelly

williamkelly@palmbeachcivic.org

We welcome your feedback. If you have any comments or questions,

please email pbca@palmbeachcivic.org
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Congratulations Danielle Moore - Newly Elected Mayor

Julie Araskog - Relected to Town Council

Ted Cooney - Newly Elected to Town Council



Greater flood risk, prevention requirements a costly fact of life 
for island residents 

William Kelly
Communications Specialist

 

The following article is provided with permission by The Palm Beach Civic
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Palm Beach dodged the full fury of Hurricane Irma in 2017. The storm,

which began as a powerful Category 5 hurricane, veered away from

the island, which suffered minimal damage compared to Miami and the

Florida Keys. 

But it was still a wake-up call for residents like Bob Holuba, whose home

faces the Lake Worth Lagoon in the upper North End. The storm

whipped a southwesterly wind across the lake, onto Palm Beach’s

western shore, and over Holuba’s seawall.

“The winds were so strong my backyard flooded with lake water,” he

said. “This was not a storm surge. This was 75-mph winds lifting the

surface of the lake and blowing it like a tornado into my yard.”

The pressure of the water that accumulated behind the seawall caused

it to tilt and, in one place, shifted it by two inches, he said. 

It cost Holuba $300,000 to rebuild the 100-foot-long wall. He raised the

concrete cap of the wall by 18 inches, to a six-foot elevation.

“I elected to dike myself higher to mitigate against rising seas and wind-

blown water flooding my yard,” he said. “Connected to my two

sidewalls, it creates somewhat of a fortress.”

When faced with a potentially catastrophic event, you can either react

or retreat, said Holuba, who is chairman of the Palm Beach Civic

Association’s Port of Palm Beach/Peanut Island Committee.

“I am not ready to retreat to higher elevations,” he said. “But I can

mitigate against what is a certainty: rising sea levels and weather

events. It seems like every year we are having these so-called 100-year

weather events somewhere on the globe. Mother Nature is on a very

active course.”

 
                                      Continued......

Bob Wright, chairman and CEO of the Civic Association, lives on a

lakeside lot next door to Holuba.Wright’s property was damaged from

flooding during the hurricanes that hit Palm Beach in 2004 and 2005 -

Frances, Jeanne and Wilma. His seawall was in good shape because he

had rebuilt it. But he said the wind drove the lake water right over the

top.

Wright’s landscaping was wiped out and his swimming pool filled with

mud. “It cost me hundreds of thousands of dollars,” he said. “You really

can’t insure your plants and trees, it’s so expensive.”

The town’s coastal protection program has for many years focused on

nourishing the beaches and maintaining the dunes to protect upland

properties along its Atlantic Ocean beaches.

But that perspective is changing along with the warming climate and

more frequent flooding triggered by higher ocean levels and rising

temperatures across the globe. In the last decade, the town has witnessed

significant increases in flooding of the Lake Trail on its western shore,

especially during the king high tides.

There seems to be greater awareness about flood vulnerability on the

lakeside.

“The lakeside of the island is vulnerable to earlier flooding because the

property elevations are generally lower than on the ocean side, and we

don’t have seawalls along certain sections of the lakeside,” said Keith

Beaty, a lakeside resident and member of the Palm Beach Civic

Association’s Executive Committee.

Town consultant Woods Hole Group, an international environmental

services firm based in Massachusetts, delivered a flood risk report in

2019 after spending two years assessing the town’s vulnerabilities on

both of its coasts. The firm is due to return with a flood defense plan

later this year.

 



On April 13, 2021 Ted Cooney was installed as a Town Council
Member. 
Earlier in the month, at our organization's monthly Board of
Directors meeting, Mr.Cooney was our guest speaker. After being
introduced and congratulated by our Co-Chairs, Mr. Cooney began
his remarks about his background and his plans for when he takes
office. He spoke about the challenges of running a campaign during
a pandemic, by noting it required using a variety of practices to get
his message out to the residents, including phone, electronic
communications and mailings. 
Mr. Cooney acknowledged and expressed his interest in the needs
of the South end of the Town of Palm Beach (undergrounding,
beaches, safety, and sea-level rise). He reviewed building issues,
such as building codes, discussed by the Town Council. 
When asked why he had chosen to run for the Town Council
position, He replied that he had been a resident of Palm Beach for
most of his life and understands the needs of Palm Beach
residents. 
The Directors asked Mr. Cooney questions related to parking,
widening of sidewalks, cycling regulations with driving safety, and
hurricane preparations. He was gracious and attentive to everyone
in the meeting. All participants found him to be genuinely interested
in their concerns. He said that he would be available to answer any
questions. 
Our Co-Chairs indicated the Citizens’ Association is looking forward
to working with Council Member Cooney in the future.

by Donald Singer
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Town Council Member, 

Ted Cooney

Greater Flood Risk Continued...

But the town hasn't been sitting still. It is raising seawall elevations on

its properties whenever the opportunity presents, Public Works

Director Paul Brazil said.

The seawall cap is being raised about 2 feet higher, to elevation 5.3 feet,

as part of the seawall replacement at Lakeside Park beside the new

Town Marina, which is due to open in November. 

The town also is designing a replacement of the seawall at Midtown

Beach. The top of the cap will be about 2 feet higher, at an elevation of

15.8 feet, he said.

What’s more, the seawalls at both locations are being built to

accommodate additional height if needed in the future, Brazil said.

The seawall at Bradley Park is old and deteriorating and needs to be

replaced at a higher elevation, Brazil said. Brazil has suggested to the

Shore Protection Board a more environmentally friendly approach that

may include new mangrove plantings beside the new wall to help

prevent or limit flooding 

The Garden Club of Palm Beach recently donated a tidal garden, with

native plants and a new drainage system, in the park to redirect rising

flood waters during king tides.

New properties and existing properties renovated beyond a 50 percent

threshold are required to raise the elevation on their seawalls, he said.

Higher seawalls offer better protection against tidal flooding and storm

surges, but they don’t prevent flooding in lower-elevation areas when

water rises up through the ground. 

“If you have a relatively low ground surface elevation, the

groundwater table can rise above that,” Brazil said. “This is why the

Lake Trail floods during king tides: the Intracoastal water is rising to an

elevation that exceeds the adjacent ground surface level. The

groundwater table is going to rise to match the level of the Intracoastal.

It’s all tied together.”

So raising the elevation of your seawall, if you have one, is the right

thing to do, but it’s not the only thing to do, he said. 

The building ground-floor elevation, ground-surface elevation, water-

table elevation, and seawall elevation are all factors that must be

weighed, he said. 



Donald Singer has been active in the CITIZENS ASSOCIATION OF PALM BEACH, since
2010, when he became
 the Delegate to the organization from the Harbour House, where he had served as the building's
President. He subsequently became a Director, Vice-Chair, and is currently Co-Chair. 
He and his wife Sylvia retired from the New York City school system in 2006, Sylvia as a teacher
of Special Education and Donald as a school supervisor, and Donald as President of the Council of
School Supervisors and Administrators 
(the union representing the system's Principals and Assistant Principals). 
They are still active in volunteering in educational activities (literacy and lecturing adults in Civics)
and, in retiree issues and causes. 
Their children and their families are involved in the "family business," public education 
They are proud of their children and 9 grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild. 

SHOP THIS LOOK

In addition to Skip’s role in the Citizens’ Association, he is a director of the Palm Beach Civic Association where
he serves on the Public Safety Committee and the Strategic Business Forum. He is also a member of the Palm
Beach Chamber of Commerce and is Vice President of the Board of Directors at Harbour House Co-Operative.
Skip serves on the Board of Trustees of Making Change charity (501 (c) (3); and served on the Board of Directors
of The Friends of Fisher House, WPB, as Secretary. He also serves on the Advisory Board for Overseas Service
Corporation, West Palm Beach and provides pro bono advice to many start-ups in the consumer packaged good
business.
Skip has over 40 years of extensive sales management and customer marketing experience in the consumer products
area; including grocery, convenience stores, mass merchandise, chain drug, club stores, military sales and
international sales and marketing. He held senior positions with The Clorox Company, Pet, Inc. Del monte Foods,
Con Agra and Pharmavite. He and his wife Linda founded Head of sales Consulting incorporated in 2011 which is
a boutique advisory practice working with select CPG companies. Skip serves as President and CEO.
Skip grew up in Gastonia, North Carolina and received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1974 where he was President of the Sigma Chi Fraternity and participated in many
UNC leadership activities. His son, daughter in law and two grandchildren reside in Kansas City.

MEET 4 DIRECTORS
of The Citizens' Association of Palm Beach

Linda is a former executive at Verizon Communications in New York City where she had various
experience in their International Department, as a Contract Negotiator, Real Estate development
and Sourcing.  Since coming to Florida, she has worked with the Literacy Program in Palm Beach
County teaching disadvantaged children to read.  She has also worked as a court advocate for abused
children in the Guardian Ad Litem Program in West Palm Beach.  Linda holds a Bachelors degree
from the University of North Carolina and a graduate degree from Long Island University.

She divides her time between Palm Beach and Denver, Colorado.

Stephen Jacobs is a graduate of Columbia University Law School and the Wharton School of Finance at
the University of Pennsylvania. He spent most of his professional career with Weil, Gotshal & Manges
in its New York office and headed its corporate practice for many years. He retired as a senior partner at
the end of 2004 and began serving as counsel to Leucadia National Corporation (now Jefferies Financial
Group). He has been involved in many major corporate acquisitions and dispositions, both of the
negotiated and “hostile” variety.

Stephen Jacobs and his wife began coming to Palm Beach in 2006. He has served on Bellarias’ Board of
Directors since 2007 and been President since 2012.
He is proud of their four children and seven grandchildren.

Skip Aldridge - Co-Chair

Donald Singer- Co Chair

Steve Jacobs - General Counsel

Linda Sullivan- Vice Chair
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The latest 60 minutes segment about the roll out of vaccines in
Florida, has stirred up many reactions in our County and our Town.
My personal opinion is that although some of the accusations made
by the correspondent are true, the characterization and picture given
about our Town was false.
As a matter of fact, The Town of Palm Beach never made the
pandemic political, rather, from the early onset of this terrible period,
the Town’s actions were alert and 100% driven by science. The
medical experience of our Town Council President Margaret Zeidman
combined with the 2009 experience with the H1N1 pandemic of our
fire chief Darrell Donatto and the head ENT Sean Baker, were
instrumental in the more then perfect and rational handling of the
pandemic in our Town. Mayor Coniglio and our town leaders deserve
our kudos in their handling of the pandemic.
The preparation of our Town, that started well before any vaccines
were approved or available, was the reason Palm Beach was one of
the very first pre-registered POD’s (Points of distribution) that was
able to prove a 100% preparedness to our County Health
Department, to administer appointments and vaccines.
For the 60 minutes correspondent to suggest that Palm Beach was
granted those 1000 doses because it is a “rich town” is a false and
incorrect narrative, which I disputed in the interview. Nuance and
facts, rather then assumptions were the missing factors in the
segment.
Yes, there were people and communities that jumped the lines and
let their dollars speak. That did happen in Florida and in Palm Beach
County, I am not disputing that, but it did not happen with those 1000
first doses sent to Palm Beach. Those were the result of many
months of hard work and preparedness. It made me realize how
lucky I am to live in a Town where our leadership does it’s utmost to
take care of it’s residents in the best possible way.

by Bram Majtlis
 

“Some of the long-term solutions for resiliency include not just public

property but private property as well,” Brazil said. “These will lead to policy

decisions for the Town Council.”

The town’s new Morton and Barbara Mandel Recreation Center, which

opened in December 2019, replaced an older recreation center that was built

in the mid-1980s.

The old center could not have been restored because the ground floor

elevation was too low, at only 3.5 feet above sea level, said Michael Ainslie,

chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission.

The new center was built at an elevation of six feet. “The new facility is

much higher and safer,” Ainslie said.

Ainslie said the broader question facing the town will be how to address

minimum elevation requirements as part of a zoning code review during the

next 18 months.

 “It’s complicated, because you have existing homes at lower elevations and

new homes that are going to have to be built at a higher elevation on

adjoining properties,” Ainslie said. “It’s going to be a challenge for the

writers of the code and the architects designing these houses. How do you

do that in such a way that the new houses don’t stick out higher and look

ungainly and inappropriate next to the older houses? It’s a problem every

community on the coast is dealing with. We are not unique.” 

Elevation requirements are defined as FEMA’s base flood elevation plus one

foot, and they vary by location throughout town, Zoning Director Wayne

Bergman said.

Properties near the ocean or another body of water are more likely to suffer

damage during a storm. To quantify the risk, FEMA categorizes communities

that have a higher risk of flooding into one of several flood zones. Nearly

half of the homes in Palm Beach are in special flood hazard areas. 

Despite rebuilding his seawall and elevating the cap height, Holuba said his

homeowners’ insurance, including hurricane coverage, continues to go up

20 percent annually.

But flood insurance is not covered by standard home insurance policies and

must be purchased separately. Flood insurance policies are primarily sold

through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), though they can be

bought from private insurers. Unlike most other types of insurance, flood

insurance policy rates don’t vary between insurers.

The NFIP allows owners to insure their homes against flood damage for up to $250,000, and up to $100,000 for belongings. For non-residential property,

you can buy up to $500,000 of coverage for the building and contents.

Holuba said that’s not much flood insurance for homes and buildings in a place like Palm Beach, where values reach into millions or tens of millions of

dollars.

“Insuring these multi-million-dollar oceanfront or waterfront properties in Florida is an increasingly difficult and expensive exercise in Florida,” Holuba

said. “The insurance companies don’t want to write the policies at all. It’s only going to get worse.”

Palm Beach Civic Association corporate member, the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach, in partnership with Resilient Enterprise Solutions, is

holding a flood risk workshop from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on April 9 at its headquarters at 311 Peruvian Ave.

Residents will be able to learn about how they will be affected by new FEMA flood hazard maps and flood insurance rates, and how to use that

information to protect their homes from flooding.

“New FEMA maps are coming out next year – they’ll surely cause flood insurance rates to rise,” said George Fechter, RES Chairman. “Now is the time to get

serious about pre-disaster flood prevention, bolstering our homes in advance of storms, not after.”

Property look-up stations will provide residents information on their home’s FEMA flood zone, and flood risk experts will be available to discuss site-

specific mitigation options.

The open-house style workshop is complimentary and open to the public.

Because of Covid-19, the event will be held outdoors and follow social distancing guidelines. Masks will be required.

William Kelly

williamkelly@palmbeachcivic.org

 
We welcome your feedback. If you have any comments or questions, 

please email pbca@palmbeachcivic.org
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Citizens' Director on 60 Minutes Greater Flood Risk Continued...


